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Preediken ved hgstgudstjenesten i Gratiakirken
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Salmer: 29, Gud er her til stede, Lys af lys, 35 // Se
lilien (SOS86), 26

N&ade vaere med jer, og fred fra Gud vor Fader, og
fra Jesus Kristus, vor frelser! Amen

Skriftlaesningerne kommer i Igbet af praedikenen

Hvordan er det muligt at hgste? Det er kun muligt,
hvis man sar. Sa i jorden som en landmand og
gartner gor.

Vi ved, at der ikke kommer noget op, uden at der
bliver saet. Og vidste vi ikke bedre, ville vi mene,
at det var gdet tabt, nar det blev sdet. Men
naturen er sadan: S3, dg, leve, hgste. Det giver liv.
Den Almzegtige har skabt verden sadan. Han er
Livgiveren.

Der tales i Skriften om H@STTID som en gave, der
kun er mulig, hvis den gives os.

Vi hgrer om det i 1 Mosebog 3, at Adam skal spise
sit brgd i sit ansigts sved. Og at han skal dg. Senere
kom den store vandflod, sa der i et ar ikke var
hgst. Alt liv dgde, undtagen hvad Herren havde
reddet i arken.

1.

Og her er det, at der f@grste gang i Skriften fortalles
om hgsttid: ”Sd laenge jorden star, skal satid og
hgsttid, kulde og varme, sommer og vinter, dag
og nat ikke ophgre.” (1 Mos 8,22).

”Sd laenge jorden star.” Heri ligger at jorden ikke
altid star, men en dag skal forga. Jesus bekraefter
det. Og da skal der komme en ny jord, hvor
retfaerdighed bor. Men pa denne uretfeerdige jord
med synd og d@¢d og undergang, her opretholder
Gud livet for os. ....

Men vil han ggre det? Der er mange tegn pa3, at
jorden vil ga under. Man JA. Gud vil holde os i live.
Det har han lovet: Gud sagde: “Dette er tegnet pG
den evige pagt, som jeg vil stifte mellem mig og jer
og alle levende vaesener hos jer. Jeg saetter min bue
i skyerne; den skal vaere tegn pd pagten mellem
mig og jorden. Nar jeg samler skyer over jorden og
buen kommer til syne i skyerne, da husker jeg pd
min pagt med jer og alle levende vaesener, alt
levende; vandet skal aldrig mere blive til en

HARVEST TIME

Sermon at the harvest service in Gratia Church

28 September 2025, LGJ.

Hymns: 29, Gud er her til stede, Lys af lys, 35 // Se
lilien (SOS86), 26

Grace be with you, and peace from God our Father,
and from Jesus Christ our Savior! Amen

The scripture readings come during the sermon

How is it possible to harvest? It is only possible if you
SOW.

Sow into the ground like a farmer and gardener does.
We know that nothing will come up without sowing
seeds. And if we didn't know better, we would think
that it had been lost when it was sown. But nature is
like this: Sow, die, live, reap. It gives life. The Almighty
has created the world in this way. He is the giver of
Life.

Scripture speaks of HARVEST TIME as a gift that is
only possible if it is given to us.

We hear about it in Genesis 3 that Adam will eat his
bread in the sweat of his face. And that he will die.
Later came the great flood, so that for a year there
was no harvest. All life died, except what the Lord had
saved in the ark.

1.

And here it is that the first time in Scripture is told
about harvest time: "As long as the earth stands,
sowing time and harvest time, cold and heat,
summer and winter, day and night shall not cease."
(Genesis 8:22).

"As long as the earth stands."” This means that the
earth does not always stand, but one day will pass
away. Jesus confirms it. And then there will be a new
earth where righteousness dwells. But on this unjust
earth of sin and death and destruction, here God
sustains life for us. ....

But will he do it? There are many signs that the earth
will go under. But YES. God will keep us alive. He has
promised: God said: "This is the sign of the
everlasting covenant that | will establish between me
and you and all living beings among you. | set my bow
in the clouds; It is to be a sign of the covenant
between me and the earth. When | gather clouds over
the earth and the bow appears in the clouds, then |
remember My covenant with you and all living beings,




vandflod, der gdelaegger alt levende. Nar buen
viser sig i skyerne, vil jeg se den og huske pa den
evige pagt, som er mellem Gud og alle levende
veesener, alt levende pad jorden.”

Regnbuen er hans pagtstegn. Hver gang den
kommer, bekraefter han Igftet om at han vil give os
satid og hgsttid. Det er et Igfte, som vi har brug for
pa den jord, som Herren havde forbandet p3
grund af vore synder. Vi har ikke fortjent det. Men
Gud har lovet det. Hgr sammenhangen:

Nar vi sar, sa er det for at vi kan leve — og satiden
er givet til denne jord — sa leenge den star - for ALT
LEVENDE og ALLE LEVENDE VASNER! Det
understreges flere gange. Alt og alle. Ikke kun dig,
Noa, og din familie. Men alle mennesker. Derfor
MISSION. Mission er at forkynde Guds lgfte, men
det er ogsa forbundet med ngdhjzelp og diakoni,
hvor vi deler kornet med hinanden.

Vi sar, for at vi selv kan leve. Men ogsa for at andre
kan leve. Og nar vi hgster kornet hjem i laden, er
det til liv for os og for andre. Derfor holder vi
h@stgudstjeneste.

2.

Anden gang Gud fortaller om hgst i Bibelen er i
slutningen af Fgrste Mosebog: ¢ Der har nu vaeret
hungersngd i landet i to ar, og der vil ga fem ar til
uden plgjning og hgst. ” Men Gud sendte mig i
forvejen for at holde jer i live som en rest i landet
og lade jer overleve i stort antal. & Det er ikke jer,
der har sendt mig hertil, men Gud. Han har gjort
mig til fader for Farao og til herre over hele hans
hus og til hersker i hele Egypten.

Gud sendte hungersngd i Egypten og i Israels land.
Sveere tider. Det maerker vi ogsa i vor tid. Og vi
hgrer om det. Men hans Igfte star ved magt. Og
han vil redde.

Josef var blevet solgt af brgdrene til Egypten. De

havde handlet frygteligt ondt. Og de havde fyldt

deres far Jakob med lggn, da de pastod, at Josef

var revet ihjel af et vildt dyr. Familien levede med
Iégn og sorg og lidelse i mange ar.

Men Josef fortaeller dem nu, at det var Gud, der
gjorde det. Men Gud sendte mig i forvejen for at
holde jer i live som en rest i landet og lade jer
overleve i stort antal. 8 Det er ikke jer, der har
sendt mig hertil, men Gud.

all living things; The water will never again become a
flood that destroys all living things. When the bow
appears in the clouds, | will see it and remember the
everlasting covenant that is between God and all
living beings, all living things on earth."

The rainbow is his covenant sign. Each time it comes,
he confirms the promise that he will give us sowing
time and harvest time. It is a promise we need on the
earth that the Lord had cursed because of our sins.
We have not deserved it. But God has promised it.
Hear the context:

When we sow, it is so that we can live — and the
sowing time is given to this earth — as long as it
stands — for ALL LIVING THINGS and ALL LIVING
BEINGS! This is emphasized several times. Everything
and everyone. Not just you, Noah, and your family.
But all people. Hence MISSION. Mission is to preach
God's promise, but it is also connected to emergency
aid and diaconia, where we share the grain with each
other.

We sow so that we ourselves can live. But also so that
others can live. And when we harvest the grain home
in the barn, it is a life for us and for others. That is
why we hold a harvest service.

2.

The second time God talks about harvesting in the
Holy Scripture is at the end of Genesis: ¢ There has
now been a famine in the land for two years, and
five more years will pass without ploughing and
harvesting. 7 But God sent me ahead to keep you
alive as a remnant in the land and to let you survive in
great numbers. 8 It is not you who sent me here, but
God. He has made me father to Pharaoh and lord of
all his house and ruler of all Egypt.

God sent famine in Egypt and in the land of Israel.
Difficult times. We also feel this in our time. And we
hear about it. But his promise stands. And he wants
to save.

Joseph had been sold by the brothers to Egypt. They
had acted terribly evil. And they had filled their father
Jacob with lies when they claimed that Joseph had
been torn to death by a wild beast. The family lived
with lies and sorrow and suffering for many years.

But Joseph now tells them that it was God who did it.
But God sent me ahead to keep you alive as a
remnant in the land and to let you survive in great
numbers. 8 It is not you who sent me here, but God.




Sadan ge¢r Gud ogsa med os. Og han sgrger for
brgd. Her skete det ved at Josef matte lide i mange
ar. Gud redder os og holder os i live trods vore
synder.

3.

Det peger frem pa Jesus. Og Jesus fortaeller os om
en hgst, som han star bag: 2 Men Jesus svarede
dem: «Timen er kommet, da Menneskesgnnen
skal herligggres. 2* Sandelig, sandelig siger jeg
jer: Hvis hvedekornet ikke falder i jorden og der,
bliver det kun det ene korn; men hvis det dgr,
baerer det mange fold. ?° Den, der elsker sit liv,
mister det, og den, der hader sit livi denne
verden, skal bevare det til evigt liv. (Joh 12,23-25)

Gud Fader redder os fra forbandelsen, der har
ramt os, ved at sa og laegge Guds Sgn i graven.
Hans dgd bliver til liv for os. Menneskesgnnen er
ikke kommet for at lade sig tjene, men for selv at
tjene og givet sit liv som Igsesum for mange (Matt
20,28). Han baerer skylden og lider straffen og der i
vort sted. | alle menneskers sted. En er dgd i alles
sted. Ham, i hvem alt er skabt, bliver menneske og
bliver sdet i jorden for at vi skal leve. Det var Gud,
som gjorde det for at give mange mennesker det
evige liv.

4.

Og sa er vi ndet til den sidste saning, som apostlen
Paulus taler i om i sgndagens brevlaesning:

Hvad et menneske sdr, skal det ogsa haste: Den,
der sdr i kgdet, skal hgste fordzerv af sit kad, og
den, der sdr i Anden, skal hgste evigt liv af Anden.
Lad os ikke blive traette af at ggre det, som er ret;
vi skal til sin tid hgste, blot vi ikke giver op. Sa lad
os da ggre godt mod alle, sd laenge det er tid,
iseer mod vore trosfaller.

Selv om vi ikke er landmaend eller gartnere, der sar
pa en mark og i et drivhus, er vi alle med til at s3,
fordi vi er mennesker. Og der er to steder at sa: |
kgdet eller i Anden. Sar vi kgdet fgrer til fordaerv.
Sar vii Anden fgrer det til evigt liv.

Og apostlen forklarer hvad han mener med
"kpdet”: 1° Kadets gerninger er velkendte: utugt,
urenhed, udsveaevelse, ?° afgudsdyrkelse, trolddom,
fiendskaber, kiv, misundelse, hidsighed, selviskhed,
splid, kliker, % nid, drukkenskab, svir og mere af
samme slags. (Gal. 5:19-21).

So God does with us. And he provides bread. Here it
happened that Joseph had to suffer for many years.
God saves us and keeps us alive despite our sins.

3.

It points forward to Jesus. And Jesus tells us about a
harvest that he is making: 23 But Jesus answered
them, "The hour has come for the Son of man to be
glorified. 2* Verily, verily, | say unto you, if the grain
of wheat does not fall into the ground and die, it
shall be but one grain; but if it dies, it shall bear
many folds. 2> He who loves his life will lose it, and
whoever hates his life in this world will keep it for
everlasting life. (John 12:23-25)

God the Father saves us from the curse that has
befallen us by sowing and laying His only begotten
Son in the tomb. His death becomes life for us. The
Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve
Himself and given His life as a ransom for many (Matt
20,28). He bears the blame and suffers the
punishment and dies in our place. In the place of all
people. One has died in everyone's place. He in
whom all things are created becomes man and is
sown in the ground that we may live. It was God who
did it to give many people eternal life.

4.

And so we have come to the final sowing that the
apostle Paul speaks of in the letter reading:

What a man sows, he will also reap: he who sows in
the flesh will reap corruption from his flesh, and he
who sows in the Spirit will reap eternal life from the
Spirit. Let us not tire of doing what is right; We shall
harvest in due course, as long as we do not give up.
So let us do good to all while there is time, especially
to our fellow believers.

Even though we are not farmers or gardeners who
sow in a field and in a greenhouse, we all help to sow
because we are human. And there are two places to
sow: in the flesh or in the Spirit. If we sow the flesh, it
leads to corruption. If we sow in the Spirit, it leads to
eternal life.

And the apostle explains what he means by "the
flesh": 1° The works of the flesh are well known:
fornication, uncleanness, debauchery, %° idolatry,
sorcery, enmity, strife, envy, hot-temperedness,
selfishness, dissensions, cliques, %! jealousy,
drunkenness, swearing, and more of the same kind.
(Gal. 5:19-21).




Og Andens frugt er keerlighed, glaede, fred,
tdImodighed, venlighed, godhed, trofasthed, %3
mildhed og selvbeherskelse. (Gal. 5:22-23)

Vi kan investere i os selv — i selviskhed —i
overtraedelse af Guds bud. Og det bliver til
undergang og dom. Derfor raber vi: “Gud! Tilgiv
os! Frels os!”

Ved ord og vand, ved Evangeliet og Daben tilhgrer
vi Jesus Kristus. Vi er ikke alene. Gud har ikke
forladt os. Vi er —som Noah og familien — frelst
ved vand. Vi tilhgrer ham. Han frelste vore liv. Og
vi lever pa den jord, hvor satid og hgsttid vil vaere
indtil jorden forgar. Vi tilhgrer Jesus Kristus. Ikke os
selv, men ham.

“Lever vi i Anden, skal vi ogsd vandre i Anden.” Og
det er at vandre i tro pa Ham, som gav sit liv for os.
Hgre om ham. Lade hans ord fylde hjertet. Da sar
vi i Anden, og da kommer der en hgst. Og den
sgrger Gud for. Gud det vokse frem. Den gamle
Adam i dig dgr, og det nye menneske vokser frem:

Bragdre, hvis et menneske gribes i en overtraedelse,
skal I, som har Anden, hjzelpe ham til rette med
mildhed; og se til, at du ikke selv bliver fristet! Baer
hinandens byrder, sdledes opfylder I Kristi lov.

Lad os ikke blive traette af at ggre det, som er ret;
vi skal til sin tid hgste, blot vi ikke giver op. Sa lad
os da ggre godt mod alle, sa laenge det er tid,
isaer mod vore trosfzller.

Sa lad os i dag seerligt gare godt mod vore
trosfeeller i Moreira pa ISST og give dem vores
takkegave. Amen.

And the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, and
self-control. (Gal. 5:22-23)

We can invest in ourselves—in selfishness—in
transgression of God's commandments. And it turns
into doom and judgment. Therefore vi cry and call
upon the Lord: “Forgive us! Save us!”

By the Word and the Water, The Gospel and Baptism
we belong to Jesus Christ. We are not alone. We are
not forsaken. We are — like Noah — saved by water.
We live on the earth where sowing time and harvest
time will continue until Christ’s return. We belong to
him. He saved our lives.

"If we live in the Spirit, we must also walk in the
Spirit." And that is to walk by faith in Him who gave
His life for us. Hear about him. Let His words fill my
heart. Then we sow in the Spirit, and then there will
be a harvest. And God provides for it. God it grows.
The old Adam in you dies, and the new man grows:

Brethren, if a man is caught in a transgression, you
who have the Spirit must rebuke him with gentleness;
and see that you are not tempted yourself! Bear one
another's burdens, thus you are fulfilling the law of
Christ.

Let us not tire of doing what is right; We shall
harvest in due course, as long as we do not give up.
So let us do good to all while there is time, especially
to our fellow believers.

So today let us do special good to our fellow
believers in Moreira on the ISST and give them our
gift of thanksgiving. Amen.




